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pire) on Nizamu'1-Mulk. This appointment was formerly
promised to Sa'adat Khan, who on being informed of this,
was blinded by rage and jealousy. He set himself to wreak
vengeance on Nizamu'1-Mulk somehow or other. To gratify
his resentment he represented to Nadir Shah that he had
made a bad bargain with Nizamu'1-Mulk who would have
agreed to pay more as the price of evacuating the country.1
He suggested to him to take Muhammad Shah, Nizamu'l-
Mulk and others into custody and make himself master of
the immense riches of Delhi. This suggestion was after Nadir's
heart. He sent a message to Nizamu'1-Mulk to see him
immediately. Trusting fully the agreement entered into by
them a few days back, Nizamu'l-Mulk without suspecting
treachery went to the Persian camp where he was imme-
diately placed into custody. Nadir sent him a word, raising*
his pecuniary demands to twenty crores of rupees. Nizamu'l-
Mulk was highly surprised to hear this and replied:

From the foundation of the Chaghtai dynasty up to now,
20 crores of Rupees had never been amassed in the Im-
perial treasury. Shah Jehan, with all his efforts, had accumu-
lated only 16 crores; but the whole of it had been spent
by the Emperor Aurangzib in his long wars in the Deccan.
At present even 50 lakhs are not left in the Treasury.2

Nizamu'1-Mulk was put into confinement and constrain-
ed to send for the Emperor, writing him a letter under his
own hand to the effect that he had settled the final terms
Df peace and that his coming was required for confirma-
tion.3 On receiving Nizamu'l-Mulk's letter, the Emperor
>et out for the Persian camp where he too was placed into
:ustody. He was asked to write to the Wazir Ietimadu'd-
Daulah to come to the Persian Court for some important
:onsultation. But the news of the treacherous conduct on
:he part of the Persian monarch had got abroad and had
Droduced great consternation and not a little terror in the
[ndian camp. The Mughal soldiery, already out of spirits,
inding themselves without any leader, took to flight in

1 Tarikh-i-Muzqffari; Siyar, op. tit., p. 484.           s Irvine, vol. II, p. 357.

3 Tankh-i-Hindi (Elliott, vol. VIII,. p. 63).
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